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CHURGH OF THE SACRED HEART




2016-2017 Confirmation Program
Mission: The mission of the Church of the Sacred Heart Confirmation program is to prepare the candidates to receive the Holy Spirit more fully, grow in Divine Childhood, and equip each candidate to be a living witness for Christ and His Church.

Elements: This goal will be achieved through catechesis (instruction of the faith), Liturgy (sacraments and public prayer), personal prayer, service, and fellowship activities.

Purpose: The Sacrament of Confirmation is a sacrament of initiation into the Catholic Church. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that Confirmation unites us with Baptism and empowers the Baptized to become a true witness of Christ.
Requirements
I. Baptismal Certificate: Due with the registration form.
If you were not baptized or did not receive your 1st Communion at Sacred Heart a copy (no originals please) of your Baptismal certificate is required.
II. Confirmation preparation classes – See calendar
1. Attendance is mandatory at confirmation preparation classes. Since there are very few classes it is extremely important to attend every class. If there is an emergency in which you would be missing class such as a serious illness or a death in the family, then a call or email before class is mandatory. All work missed must be made-up within a 2-week time period. Excessive absences will warrant a delay in receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation.
2. Class disruptions will not be tolerated.  If someone is continually talking, on their phone, or refusing to pay attention and engage in the class in other ways they will receive a warning, then, if the behavior persists, will have their parents contacted so they can be picked up early.  The make-up work for the missed material will involve reading and commenting on various Church documents (It will be far more difficult than being in class, so pay attention for an hour!).   

III. Retreat- February 10th-12th, 2017 
1. This year’s retreat will occur the weekend of February 10th-12th.  We will be partnering with St. Williams Church in Fridley, so the retreat will occur at that location.  Please let me know if this weekend does not work as soon as possible so that other arrangements may be made.  More details will be sent out later in the Fall.


IV.  Sponsors information: Names, Phone numbers, Emails, and Addresses Due: First class in November
When choosing a sponsor, it is important to remember that this person’s objective is to aid you in your goal of being confirmed in the Catholic faith. This person should demonstrate a commitment to their faith though prayer, service and fellowship. This person must be a practicing Catholic, have received the sacraments of Baptism, Reconciliation, First Communion, and Confirmation. This person will be involved with every step of your Confirmation process by making sure you are completing your requirements by the appropriate times, as well as supporting you through prayer and conversation. This person may be your baptismal sponsor (i.e. God Parent), but this person cannot be your parent. 
V. Confirmation Name / Report Due February 20th Class:  
We encourage you to choose a new name to symbolize a new stage of your Christian life. When choosing a new name be mindful of your life and how this particular Saint will intercede (pray) for you while you are in preparation for your confirmation. Whichever name you choose whether it be keeping your baptismal name or choosing a new one there will be a one-page report due about your Saints name. Please answer the following questions in your report:

i. Write a brief description (in your own words, please do not copy word for word from your source) on the life of your saint including, how this saint used his or her life to serve Christ.

ii. Please describe how this particular saint influences or relates to your life or how this saint is a role model for you as you are initiated into the Church.
iii. This one-page report should be typed if possible, double-spaced with 12-point Times New Roman font.
VI. Service Hours / Reports Due: Sunday End of April
In order to more fully enact their faith, you will be required to do 20 hours of community service before confirmation.  At least 8 of these must be done at Sacred Heart parish or school.  If you are required to also do service hours for school, you may overlap confirmation service hours with school service hours.  A one page, double-spaced 12-point font should be turned in at the end of April summarizing your service experience.
VII. Weekly Mass Attendance is Required for Confirmation Preparation 
Due the centrality and essentialness of Sunday mass within a life of faith, all candidates are expected to attend mass on a weekly basis.  Barring a legitimate excuse (singing or alter serving at a different mass, family attends a different mass, sick, etc.), candidates will be expected to join Matt at the 10:00 AM mass at Sacred Heart.  There will be light refreshments after these masses.  Sacred Heart youth will also be attending Lifeline Masses the first Saturday of each month, so this is also an option for candidates.  
VIII. Sponsor/Parent Meetings
We will be having periodic meetings where it will be important at least one parent and/or sponsor to attend. See Class Schedule for dates. 
IX. Final Interview/ Test (Due: Before Confirmation)
This is your opportunity to talk about the Sacrament of Confirmation. It is also an occasion for the Youth Minister to understand how he can aid in your Confirmation and spiritual growth in order for you to feel supported in your Catholic Faith at Sacred Heart.
I. Sending Mass
Sunday May 7th, 2016
10:00 AM Mass
II. Celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation

Monday May 15th, 7pm Basilica of St. Mary 
*A friendly reminder: If you choose not to complete the requirements, you choose to delay your Confirmation! *
